
How I Spent my Summer Vacation

with thanks to my hosts

James and Eureka Babb of

Kennesaw, Georgia

and

David and Jessi Sauter of

Madison, Alabama



In May of 2014 I  drove to  Kennesaw, Georgia,  to  visit  Debra's  parents,  and then to  Huntsville,
Alabama, to visit David and his family.  David has two sets of twins: Jakob and Scott, who are 11, and
Lia and Rory, who are almost 1.  I hadn't seen Debra's parents since 2004, or David's family since
2009, so I took the end of my job at Dartmouth-Hitchcock as an opportunity to do some visiting.

I left home early in the morning of May 15, determined
to  get  far  enough away  to  see  something  new before
stopping for the night.  To avoid the Bronx Expressway I
decided to cross the Hudson river at Troy, New York, so
I took New Hampshire route 101 west  to Keene,  NH,
then crossed Vermont to New York.  After crossing the
Hudson I turned south along Interstate 88 and then took
Interstate 81 south into Pennsylvania.  This picture from
my  dashcam  shows  mile  marker  100.   I  found  an
interesting restaurant called the  901 Pub where I had a
very good meal at a remarkably low price.  Across the
street was a large space for truck parking.  I think that's a
reliable sign of a good restaurant.

The next morning I continued south on Interstate 81 into Maryland, where I switched to Interstate 70
west.  I got gas for the first time in Hancock, Maryland, near the Potomac River.  I decided to follow
Interstate 68 rather than 70 west.  I crossed into West Virginia and then on Interstate 79 returned to
Pennsylvania where I switched back to Interstate 70 and re-entered West Virginia.  I had dinner at
another restaurant associated with ample truck parking: Ruttenbucks Bar and Grill.

I stayed the night across the Interstate from Ruttenbucks,
and the next morning I got a nice picture of Interstate 70
leading down to the Dallas Pike.  This picture was taken
on the morning of  May 17 from the parking lot  of  the
Econolodge.  The eastbound exit is in the foreground. 

 I  spent  some time  exploring  the  back roads  of  West
Virginia, then drove into Ohio on Interstate 70, then south
on  Interstate  77  and  across  the  Ohio  river  to  West
Virginia,  then  took  Interstate  64  across  the  Big  Sandy
River into Kentucky.  Proceeding west across Kentucky I
switched to Interstate 75 near Lexington and drove south
into  Tennessee.   I  had  dinner  at  La  Fiesta  Mexican
restaurant in Lake City, Tennessee, then stayed at a nearby motel called the Scottish Inn.

On May 18 I visited Jim and Eureka Babb at their home in Kennesaw, Georgia.  We had dinner at the
Red Lobster in Cartersville.  One of their neighbors had interviewed Jim about his military service for a
school project, and left them a DVD of the interview.  I copied the DVD to my laptop so I could show
it to Debra when I got home.
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http://901pub.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/375+Cherokee+Pl/@34.1694524,-84.791612,29146m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x88f54f79b6a4b725:0xc04514004c0a1123
https://www.google.com/maps/place/36%C2%B013'48.1%22N+84%C2%B009'25.9%22W/@35.0933405,-83.7726982,708175m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0
http://www.ruttenbucks.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/39%C2%B041'47.8%22N+78%C2%B009'40.3%22W/@39.6962122,-78.1677107,2393m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0


On  May  19  I  left  the  Babbs'  home  and  visited
Kennesaw Mountain Battlefield Park, where I saw some
Civil War cannons.

Afterwards  I  visited  Allatoona  Lake.   The  section  I
visited, near Red Top Mountain Road, has a bridge and a
boat launch.  This photograph shows a small  pier; the
boat launch and the bridge are behind the trees at the left.
The lake is quite large—I only saw a small piece.

I  then  went  to  Cave  Spring,  Georgia,  where  I  had
dinner  in  a  small  diner  and  got  directions  to  Rolater
Park, which contains the spring that gives the town its
name.  The spring feeds a pond with ducks, ducklings,
geese and goslings.
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B006'17.6%22N+85%C2%B020'06.1%22W/@34.0245319,-84.9818292,75534m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B008'51.8%22N+84%C2%B043'06.8%22W/@34.1484093,-84.7143181,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/33%C2%B058'40.7%22N+84%C2%B034'39.7%22W/@33.9739467,-84.5819912,5856m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0


Leaving the  park I  crossed into Alabama,  where  my
time zone changed from Eastern to Central.  I spent the
night in  Fort Payne.  Late in the morning of May 20 I
stopped at  Guntersville  State  Park.   There  was a  nice
hiking trail from the parking area at the lodge down to
the water.  At the water I saw a shore bird that looked
something like a crane.

That  afternoon I  visited  Cathedral  Caverns.   It  must
have been a slow day, because I was the only member of
my tour group.  My guide, “Little Man” gave me the VIP
treatment.   I  tried to  take some pictures,  but  the ones
available through Google Maps are better.

I checked in to a motel in Madison, Alabama late on May 20, getting the weekly rate because I was
staying until the following Tuesday.

On May 21 I met David at the visitor's center at Redstone Arsenal gate 9.  We went to David's home
where I proceeded to get reacquainted with his family.
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Jessi and Lia Scott with couch

Jakob, David and Rory Scott and Jakob

https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B041'53.6%22N+86%C2%B040'22.3%22W/@34.6905853,-86.6380164,25976m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B034'26.5%22N+86%C2%B013'15.4%22W/@34.5366159,-86.2312255,79556m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B023'43.1%22N+86%C2%B012'14.0%22W/@34.3953,-86.2038833,3441m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B026'07.0%22N+85%C2%B045'05.3%22W/@34.4352667,-85.7514833,3440m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0


On May 22 I decided to explore downtown Huntsville.  I parked early in the morning at the Von
Braun center, before they started charging for parking.  In the Von Braun center is a display of old
pictures of buildings in Huntsville, so I thought I would try to make modern versions of them.  I don't
think the buildings are interesting enough for this document, but I did see a display of flowers on

Washington Street, outside the St. Charles Anglican Church, that struck me as so colorful that I can't
resist putting it here.

Veteran's Memorial Fountain has some nice sculptures and a time-line showing wars and other armed
conflicts in North America.  Google Maps has a good overview picture; here are my pictures showing
more detail.  

The plaque in front of the right-hand piece reads “SACRIFICE / This pool and statue remind us of the
human sacrifice paid for freedom.  The flowing water represents the blood spilled by millions of our
servicemen and women.  The statue depicts the willingness to sacrifice self for country, save a fallen
comrade and leave no one behind.  The three Madison County Veterans who modeled for these statues
are: Sergeant Everett L. Carter, Sr.,  an airborne infantryman who fought in Vietnam in the 1960s;
Sergeant Hubble Hainline, who was severely wounded serving in Iraq; and Sergeant Jessica Newey
Carter, who was also wounded in Iraq.”
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B044'04.0%22N+86%C2%B035'18.0%22W/@34.734455,-86.588329,3427m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0


The plaque in front of the left-hand piece reads “COURAGE / The pool and statue remind us of the
extraordinary courage of frontline soldiers in the heat of battle.  The flowing water represents the blood
spilled  by  millions  of  our  servicemen  and  women.   The  statue  depicts  three  American  Infantry
“doughboys” coming out of the relative protection of a trench during World War I to attack and defeat
the enemy.  This took great Courage indeed!  The three Madison County Veterans who modeled for
these  statues  are  Sergeant  First  Class  Chad  C.  Perry,  Army  Reserve,  who  served  in  combat  in
Afghanistan; Majors Jeff Owen and Russell M. Spry, who both served in combat in Iraq with the
Alabama National Guard.”

I did some exploring in  Big Spring Park.  There were
some ducks with red faces that I have never seen before.

The  Huntsville  Museum  of  Art  is  in  the  park,  and
behind it is a big pond, inhabited by ducks, geese and
fish, and surrounded by trees.  There is a Japanese-style
bridge over an arm of the pond.
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Big+Spring+Park+Walking+Trail/@34.7272072,-86.5878052,434m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x88626ca9d0b16f25:0xb9c17228bd311930


On the far side of the bridge I saw some baby birds.

Not far from Big Spring Park I saw the Thrasher Memorial Fountain.

According  to  a  nearby  plaque,  Tom  Goodman  Thrasher  was  very  active  in  Huntsville  society,
including serving as the Executive Officer at Redstone Arsenal.

Page 6 of 17

https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B043'33.2%22N+86%C2%B035'22.2%22W/@34.7258179,-86.5896389,197m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0


As I was returning to the Von Braun center to retrieve my car I saw this plaque:
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At noon I met David and two of his co-workers for lunch.  After lunch I drove around the Huntsville
area and bought some groceries.  Outside of Huntsville, if you don't follow a major highway and don't
enter Redstone Arsenal, the land becomes rural very quickly.  I spent the evening visiting David and
his family.

On May 23 I visited Mallard Point State Park and walked the bike path.  I saw some interesting plants

and animals, and I had a nice view of the Tennessee River.

On May 24 we visited the planetarium run by the Von
Braun  Astronomical  Society,  located  in  Monte  Sano
State Park.  The program was about classifying galaxies,
and the lighting was well done.  Afterwards we all got to
look through a telescope at Mars.

On May 26 the whole family visited the U.S. Space and
Rocket  Center,  which includes Space Camp and   the
Davidson  Center  for  Space  Exploration.   From  the
parking lot I could see Pathfinder, the prototype Space
Shuttle, mounted on its tank and solid rocket boosters.
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http://aehof.eng.ua.edu/members/davidson-center-for-space-exploration/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/U.S.+Space+&+Rocket+Center/@34.71219,-86.650385,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x3e32325e196cc12e
https://www.google.com/maps/place/U.S.+Space+&+Rocket+Center/@34.71219,-86.650385,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x3e32325e196cc12e
https://www.google.com/maps/place/U.S.+Space+&+Rocket+Center/@34.71219,-86.650385,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x3e32325e196cc12e
http://www.alapark.com/montesano/
http://www.alapark.com/montesano/
http://www.alapark.com/montesano/
http://www.vbas.org/
http://www.vbas.org/
http://www.vbas.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Unnamed+Rd/@34.5866074,-86.9335955,214m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x886287175a45a08f:0x986a5353d15bf1f6
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Rory, Lia and Jessi Scott and Jakob

Jakob, David and Scott Rory, Lia and Jessi

Scott, David and Jakob Mockup of Lunar Excursion Module
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Lia looking unhappy

Lia and Rory in their stroller

Saturn I.  The Saturn I and its successor, the 
Saturn IB,  launched men and equipment into 
low Earth orbit

Rory sleeping



This is a full-scale model of the Saturn V, displayed as though
ready to launch.  As you leave Huntsville on Interstate 565, this
monument to the space program demands your attention.

The largest production model of the Saturn family of rockets,
the Saturn V was designed under the direction of Wernher von
Braun  at  the  Marshall  Space  Flight  Center  in  Huntsville,
Alabama.   Until  2022  it  was  the  largest,  heaviest  and  most
powerful rocket ever brought to operational status, and held the
record  for  heaviest  payload  launched.  The  Saturn  V had  13
missions: the first 12 for the Apollo program and the 13th for
Skylab.

The Saturn V could put a 120-ton payload into Earth orbit or a
45-ton payload near the moon. It is the only launch vehicle to
transport human beings beyond low Earth orbit.

The  first  stage  of  the  Saturn  V,  known  as  the  S-1C,  was
powered by five F-1 engines.  It was 128 feet tall and 33 feet in
diameter.   It  was  the  largest  rocket  produced  in  the  United
States with a dry weight of 300,000 pounds. When fueled, it
weighed 5 million pounds.  It burned for about 2 minutes and
41 seconds, lifting the rocket to an altitude of 42 miles and a
speed of 6,164 miles per hour.

The second stage was called the S-II.  It had five J-2 engines,
which used liquid hydrogen and liquid oxygen.  When loaded,
97 percent of the weight of the second state was propellant.  It
burned for 6 minutes and propelled the craft to an altitude of
109 miles and 15,647 miles per hour.

The third stage was called the S-IVB.  It had one J-2 engine
and used the same fuel as the S-II.  The S-IVB was used first
for the orbit insertion.  After second stage cutoff the third stage
burned for around 2 minutes 30 seconds, placing the craft at an
altitude of 118.8 miles and a speed of 17,432 miles per hour.
After two and a half orbits of the Earth, the third stage restarted
its  engine  for  about  6  minutes,  boosting  the  craft's  speed to
25,053 miles per hour and sending it on its way to the moon.

McDonnell Douglas converted one of its S-IVB sections into
Skylab,  America's  first  space  station,  which  was  placed  into
orbit May 14, 1973, by the 13th Saturn V. The section's internal
fuel tanks were converted into an orbital workshop for a three-
person crew, with sleeping quarters and storage areas for food,
water and other supplies.

Whenever I see the Saturn V I feel a sense of awe.  We really
did go to the moon.
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Saturn V



As  we  were  leaving  the  Davidson  Center  we
decided to have lunch at City Café Diner, an upscale
restaurant,  and  afterwards  visit  the  Huntsville
Botanical Garden.  Because we were using two cars,
we  did  some coordination  to  be  sure  we  were  all
going in the same direction.  We took Bob Wallace
Avenue to Leeman Ferry Road, which is just before
Memorial Parkway.  We then turned right and drove
to Drake Avenue where the restaurant was located,
not far from Cracker Barrel.  After lunch we returned
along  Bob  Wallace  Avenue  to  the  Huntsville
Botanical Garden.  Scott and Jakob took turns riding
with me.
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Lia and David David

Jakob and Scott Rory and Lia

David, Chris and Jessi

http://www.hsvbg.org/
http://www.hsvbg.org/
http://www.hsvbg.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/@34.705397,-86.590175,3a,75y,188.3h,79.89t/data=!3m4!1e1!3m2!1s-tJmiWqRwXmcQt_2vKyHRA!2e0
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Scott David and Jakob

"Unlikely Landing" sculpture by Frank Fleming David, Jakob and Scott

John, Jakob and ScottJakob and Scott
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Scott Jakob

David Jessi, Chris, David and Jakob

Jakob and ScottStrange Creature



Within the Huntsville Botanical Garden is an enclosed butterfly garden.
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Jakob and Scott Jakob and Scott

real (not mock) turtle Rory and Lia

Cheshire Cat Jabberwocky and Mock Turtle
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Lia Rory

Jessi, Scott and Jakob



As we left the Huntsville Botanical Garden I took my
leave of David and his family.  The next morning I took
Interstate  565  to  Interstate  65,  then  started  north.   I
planned to travel north through Tennessee and Kentucky
on Interstate 65 to Louisville, then take Interstate 71 to
Cleveland, Ohio, then travel east on Interstate 90 through
Pennsylvania to eastern New York, where I would cross
the Hudson River and head for home.  At a rest area on
Interstate 71 I saw a wonderful example of cooperation:
adjacent Coke and Pepsi vending machines.

On May 28 I  had  dinner  at  Country  Pride,  a  restaurant  embedded in  an  Ohio  truck stop.   The
customers were quiet, overweight men, one to a table.  I suppose they were truck drivers.  On May 29 I
had dinner in a large McDonald's in the Interstate 90 median in New York.  I saw a player piano which
played some jazz, ending with Piano Man.  The player attachment was a QRS Serenade CD.  As I
traveled along Interstate 90 in New York, staying carefully within the speed limit because of my prior
experiences, on the morning of May 30 I measured an average of 73.5 miles per gallon over a distance
of 109.4 miles.  There's nothing like a level Interstate highway to provide good mileage.

I arrived home at 18:41 on May 30, 2014, having driven 3,364 miles since the morning of May 15.

John Sauter, November 16, 2022
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/TA+Jeffersonville/@39.617237,-83.603303,283m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m7!1m4!3m3!1s0x0:0x0!2zMznCsDM3JzIwLjAiTiA4M8KwMzYnNDQuMCJX!3b1!3m1!1s0x0:0xe7794ce5e3065efc
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Rest+Area/@38.337891,-85.51634,155m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x88699b8b6b511d85:0x79994af633da4507

