Opening speech for Annie: “Applause rehearsal” March 30, 2004.

“In 1933, radio was live, even the sound effects.  If they needed the sound of an audience, they used what they called a 'studio audience' to provide the sound.  You are the studio audience for the radio show in Annie, so we are going to teach you your cue, the same way studio audiences were taught in 1933.  When the sound man holds up this sign, you clap.  When he takes it down, stop.  Timing is very important in radio, so let's try it.”

(Soundman holds up sign, audience applauds, soundman takes down sign, audience stops.)

“Thank you, you did very well.”

